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DETAILED ACTION 

Priority 

1 . Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 1 9(a)-(d), which 
papers have been placed of record in the file. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21 (2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1-2, 5, 8-9, 16-17, 19, 21-22, 24-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) 
as being anticipated by Howard (US 2002/0024500 A1 ). 

Regarding Claims 1,16, 22, and 24, Howard teaches a computer system 
(Fig.1; Paragraph 0027) comprising: a display screen (Fig.1; Paragraph 0027); a 
pointing device including a position indicating button thereon, the position indicating 
button bring actuable to emit a beam of light and to output a position indication 
allowing signal (Fig.1-3; Paragraph 0027-0032); a position detecting unit detecting a 
position where the beam contacts the display screen (Fig.1-3; Paragraph 0027-0032); 
and a processing unit controlling display of a cursor on the display screen, the 
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processing unit being responsive to the single action of actuation of the position 
indicating button to move the cursor to and to fix the cursor at the detected position in 
response to the position indication allowing signal. (Fig. 1-3; Paragraph 0027-0032, 
0036-0039, 0046-0049). 

Regarding Claims 2,17,25, Howard teaches the computer system wherein 
the pointing device emits the beam only when the position indicating button is actuated. 
(Fig. 1-3; Paragraph 0027-0032). 

Regarding Claims 5 and 19, Howard teaches the computer system wherein 
the position detecting unit detects the position based on a scattered portion of the beam 
being scattered by the display screen. (Fig.1-3; Paragraph 0027-0032). 

Regarding Claims 8 and 9,26, Howard teaches the computer system wherein 
the pointing device includes an LED (Light Emitting Diode) that emits the beam, and 
the pointing device includes a laser that emits the beam. (Fig.1-3; Paragraph 0027- 
0032). 

Regarding Claim 21, Howard teaches the method further comprising: 
displaying a figure on the display screen, and selecting the figure in response to a click 
of a click button provided for the pointing device . (Fig.1-3; Paragraph 0027-0032). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 3-4, 6-7, 12-14, 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Howard (US 2002/0024500 A1 ) in view Wu (5,793,353). 

Regarding Claims 12-14, Howard does not teach the computer system 
comprising a cable connected to the pointing device, wherein the position indication 
allowing signal is transmitted through the cable, the processing unit displays a figure on 
the display screen, and wherein the pointing device further includes a click button 
thereon, and wherein the figure is selectable by a click of the click button when the 
figure is pointed by the cursor, and further comprising a cable connected to the pointing 
device, wherein the pointing device outputs a click signal in response to the click of the 
click button, and wherein the processing unit causes the figure to be selected in 
response to the click signal, and wherein the position indication allowing signal and the 
click signal are transmitted through the cable. 
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Wu teaches the computer system comprising a cable connected to the 
pointing device, wherein the position indication allowing signal is transmitted through the 
cable (5 in fig.1 ), the processing unit displays a figure on the display screen, and 
wherein the pointing device further includes a click button thereon, and wherein the 
figure is selectable by a click of the click button when the figure is pointed by the cursor, 
and further comprising a cable connected to the pointing device, wherein the pointing 
device outputs a click signal in response to the click of the click button, and wherein the 
processing unit causes the figure to be selected in response to the click signal, and 
wherein the position indication allowing signal and the click signal are transmitted 
through the cable (Figs. 1-2; Summary; Column 3, line 42- Col.4, line 35). 

Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to have incorporated the teaching of Wu into Howard for 
providing a cable coupling the pointing device, so the pointing device would not get 
lost, since it will be connected to a cable . 

Regarding Claims 3 and 18, Wu teaches the computer system wherein the 
display screen is a CRT display, and the computer system wherein the display screen 
includes an LCD and wherein the position detecting unit detects the position based on a 
transmitting portion of the beam transmitting through the LCD (Fig.1; Col.3, lines 42-60). 
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Regarding Claims 4 and 6, Wu teaches the computer system wherein the 
position detecting unit includes: a plurality of photodetectors arranged in rows and 
columns, each of which outputs a beam detection signal in response to the transmitting 
portion of the beam, and a processing unit determining the position in response to the 
beam detection signals. (Fig. 1-2; Column 1, line 56- Col.4, line 35). 

6. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-9, 12-14, 16-19, 21-22, 24-26 
have been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to VIJAY SHANKAR whose telephone number is (571 ) 

272- 7682. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 7:00 am - 4:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, BIPIN SHALWALA can be reached on (571 ) 272-7681 . The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 

273- 8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Primary Examiner 
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